DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE BILL ANALYSIS

AMENDMENT DATE: Original BILL NUMBER: AB 1540
POSITION: Neutral AUTHOR: Buchanan, Joan

BILL SUMMARY: Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: invasive weeds: South American Spongeplant.

Existing law designates the Department of Boating and Waterways (Boating) as the lead agency for
eradicating invasive aquatic species throughout the state.

This bill would add the South American Spongeplant to the invasive aquatic species Boating is responsible
for eradicating.

FISCAL SUMMARY

To eradicate the South African Spongeplant, Boating would require between $50,000 to $100,000 Harbors
and Watercraft Revolving Fund annually for treatment and removal costs. These costs include treatment

products, equipment, and contracting costs with other state agencies such as the Department of Fish and

Game and the Department of Food and Agriculture. We note the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund
is structurally imbalanced, so Boating would need to prioritize resources for this activity.

COMMENTS

The Department of Finance is neutral on the bill. While the eradication of the South African Spongeplant
would limit future aquatic damage, the ongoing funding would be provided from the Harbors and Watercraft
Revolving Fund which is structurally imbalanced, so Boating should prioritize resources for this activity.

The South American Spongeplant is an invasive, non-native aquatic weed that first appeared in California
in 2003. Despite previous eradication efforts, the plant has increased throughout the state and can now be
found in the Delta. The South American Spongeplant tends to populate areas that are conducive to water
hyacinth growth, which is an invasive plant Boating is currently required to eradicate. Should the
population of the South American Spongeplant continue to infest the Delta without treatment and removal,
it could cause extensive damage to the ecosystem, water quality, and aquatic infrastructure.
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0001 General Fund
0516 Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund
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