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BILL SUMMARY: Child Support: Suspension of Support Order

This bill would allow for the suspension of child support obligations ordered pursuant to Title IV-D
of the Social Security Act for the period of time in which a child support obligor is incarcerated or
involuntarily institutionalized for 90 consecutive days or more, except as specified. The provisions
of this bill would apply to all child support orders established on or after July 1, 2011 and would
sunset on July 1, 2015.

FISCAL SUMMARY

This bill would result in no new costs to the state. This bill would have no significant impact on
child support revenue collections as the population targeted by this bill would have no means of
paying child support obligations while incarcerated. Additionally, history has shown that child
support debt accrued by this population of obligors is virtually uncollectible and only exacerbates
the state’s arrearage balance while reducing California’s competitiveness for future federal
performance incentive funds.

COMMENTS
The Department of Finance is neutral on this bill.

This bill would allow the court could continue the child support obligation in cases where:

* The incarcerated or involuntarily institutionalized obligor has the means to pay support while
incarcerated or institutionalized.

* The obligor is incarcerated or involuntarily institutionalized for any domestic violence offense
against the custodial parent or the supported child.

* The obligor is incarcerated or involuntarily institutionalized for any offense that could be
enjoined by a domestic violence protective order.

* The obligor is incarcerated or involuntarily institutionalized for failure to pay child support.
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