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AMENDMENT DATE: March 23, 2010 BILL NUMBER: SB 1018
POSITION: Oppose AUTHOR: T. Harman
BILL SUMMARY: Death Penalty: Lethal Injection Protocol
This bill would require the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) to use an ultra-
short-acting barbiturate or other similar drug for lethal injections, as specified. This bill also requires the

CDCR to develop and implement a lethal injection protocol for lethal injections, as specified.

FISCAL SUMMARY

The CDCR estimates that the cost to develop and implement a new lethal injection protocol would be over
$150,000 General Fund.

COMMENTS
The Department of Finance is opposed to this bill because it would result in additional General Fund costs.

Current law provides that a person sentenced to death shall have the opportunity to choose between having
the punishment imposed by lethal gas or by an intravenous lethal injection of a non-specified substance or
substances by standards established under the direction of the CDCR. In Morales v. Tilton (2006) the judge
placed a stay on executions until a number of issues related to CDCR’s implementation of death sentences
were resolved. The CDCR has nearly completed updating its protocols related to lethal injections to
address the concerns raised in Morales v. Tilton. The CDCR’s updated protocol prescribes the use of three
drugs for lethal injections which includes the use of lethal drugs and a sedative.

This bill would specify that on or after January 1, 2013, the substance to be used for lethal injections shall
be an ultra-short acting barbiturate or other similar drug, not to be used in combination with a chemical
paralytic. In addition, this bill would require the CDCR to develop and implement a lethal injection protocol
for this drug on or after January 1, 2013.
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