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BILL SUMMARY: Parole: Retention of Records 

 
This bill would require the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) to permanently 
retain all files prepared by the Division of Adult Parole Operations regarding any person who is paroled after 
being imprisoned for committing a serious felony or a violent felony or who is required to register as a sex 
offender.   
 
FISCAL SUMMARY 
 
According to the CDCR this measure could result in the need to retain an estimated average of 20,000 case 
files per year.  The CDCR indicates that retaining such a large number of case files every year would 
necessitate the need to acquire additional warehouse space and staffing to process these files.  Currently, 
CDCR estimates that two new 30,000 square foot buildings would need to be acquired and six new staff 
would be needed to manage and process the files in these facilities.  The CDCR estimates that the cost of 
new staff and lease space would be approximately $746,000 General Fund annually.  This estimate does 
not include the cost of shipping the files to the new locations.   
 
We note that the CDCR is in the process of developing an electronic based system of records management, 
known as the Strategic Offender Management System (SOMS), which would address the retention 
requirements of this measure, as all files would be kept electronically on an indefinite basis.  However, the 
development and roll out of SOMS to the institutions is about three years from completion.  Once the SOMS 
is operational, the additional warehouse space and staffing needs would no longer be required.   
 
COMMENTS 

 
The Department of Finance is opposed to this measure as it would result in additional General Fund costs 
at a time when the state is facing a significant budget deficit.  In addition, this bill is unnecessary, as the 
CDCR is in the process of implementing an information technology solution related to records management 
that would meet the requirements of this measure. 
 
Existing law generally defines the terms of parole and the length of time that various offender groups are to 
serve on parole.   
 
This bill would require the CDCR to permanently retain all files prepared by the Division of Adult Parole 
Operations regarding any person who is paroled after being imprisoned for committing a serious felony or a 
violent felony or who is required to register as a sex offender.   
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 SO (Fiscal Impact by Fiscal Year) 

Code/Department LA (Dollars in Thousands) 
Agency or Revenue CO PROP       Fund 
Type RV 98 FC  2009-2010 FC  2010-2011 FC  2011-2012 Code 
5225/Corr & Rehab SO No   --  C $373 C $746 0001 

 
 
 
 


