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BILL SUMMARY: Sport Fishing: Fish Hatcheries 

 

Existing law requires the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) to restore native trout to their original waters, 
and prohibits the use of coastal rainbow trout/steelhead for this purpose.  This bill would clarify that fish 

produced in mitigation hatcheries may not be used to meet restoration requirements, and that coastal 

rainbow trout/steelhead may be used to meet restoration goals under specified circumstances. 
 

FISCAL SUMMARY 

 

This bill would have no fiscal impact on the DFG. 
 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES 

 
Amendments to this bill since our analysis of the March 24, 2008 version are minor and do not alter our 

position.  The bill would now clarify that surplus hatchery fish could be used to meet the 25 percent 

requirement if the DFG determines they will not have a negative impact on the native fish in the location 
they are planted. 

 

COMMENTS 

 
This bill would have no fiscal impact and concerns a policy matter on which we are neutral. 

 

Existing law requires that 25 percent of the fish produced by state hatcheries be used to initiate and 
manage the restoration of native trout in their original watersheds by July 1, 2011, and also calls for interim 

goals of 15 percent by July 1, 2009 and 20 percent by July 1, 2010.  The DFG is also prohibited from using 

coastal rainbow trout/steelhead to meet these goals.   

 
This bill would clarify that fish produced in mitigation hatcheries to replace natural production lost due to 

habitat degradation may not be used to meet the 25 percent restoration goal, and that coastal rainbow 

trout/steelhead may be used to meet the goal if they are indigenous to the watershed where they are to be 
distributed.  However, surplus hatchery fish could be used to meet the 25 percent requirement if the DFG 

determines they will not have a negative impact on the native fish in the location they are planted. 
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