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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.
as introduced,

General Subject: Public Utilities Commission: Division of Safety Analysis.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory authority
over public utilities. Under existing law, a public utility has a duty to serve, including
furnishing and maintaining adequate, efficient, just, and reasonable service,
instrumentalitics, equipment, and facilities as arc necessary to promote the safety,
health, comfort, and convenience of its patrons and the public. Existing law places
various responsibilities upon the commission for ensuring that utility services are
provided in a safe manner.

This bill would establish the Division of Safety Analysis within the commission
to represent and advocate on behalf of the safety interests of public utility customers.
The division would be dedicated to establishing a safety focus through establishing a
safety management system for the commission, testifying in hearings, and exclusively

prioritizing and advocating for the protection and safety of customers of public utilities
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as a party to commission proceedings with the goal of identifying and developing the
formal record on safety-related risks as well as to assist the commission in its efforts
to hold public utilities accountable for the safe operation of their system.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee; yes. State-mandated local

program: no.
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An act to add Section 326 to the Public Utilities Code, relating to the

Public Utilities Commission.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 326 1s added to the Public Utilities Code, to read:

326. (a) There is within the commission a Division of Safety Analysis to
represent and advocate on behalf of the safety interests of public utility customers. The
division shall be dedicated to establishing a safety focus through establishing a safety
management system for the commission, testifying in hearings, and exclusively
prioritizing and advocating for the protection and safety of customers of public utilities
as a party to commission proceedings. The goal of the division is to identify and develop
the formal record on safety-related risks as well as to assist the commission in its efforts
to hold public utilitics accountable for the safe operation of their system.

(b) The Division of Safety Analysis may compel the production or disclosure
of any information it deems necessary to perform its duties from any public utility, an
affiliate of a public utility, or a contractor of a public utility undertaking work on behalf
of the utility that pertains to the safety of the utility’s system. An objection to a request
for information shall be decided in writing by the assigned commissioner or by the
president of the commission, if there is no assigned commissioner.

(¢) On or before January 10 of each year, the Division of Safety Analysis shall
provide to the chairperson of the fiscal committee of each house of the Legislature and
to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee all of the following information:

(1) The number of personnel years utilized during the prior year by the Division

of Safety Analysis.
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(2) The total dollars expended by the Division of Safety Analysis in the prior
year, the estimated total dollars expended in the current year, and the total dollars
proposed for appropriation in the following budget year.

(3) Workload standards and measures for the Division of Safety Analysis.

-0 -

NEAAEAAT

1€1121053679BILL




