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An act to amend Section 14132.56 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,

relating to Medi-Cal.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 14132.56 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended
to read:

14132.56. (a) (1) Only to the extent required by the federal government and
effective no sooner than required by the federal government, behavioral health treatment
(BHT), as defined by Section 1374.73 of the Health and Safety Code, shall be a covered
Medi-Cal service for individuals under 21 years of age.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that, to the extent the federal government
requires BHT to be a covered Medi-Cal service, the department shall seek statutory
authority to implement this new benefit in Medi-Cal.

(b) The department shall implement, or continue to implement, this section only
after all of the following occurs or has occurred:

(1) The department receives all necessary federal approvals to obtain federal
funds for the service.

(2) The department seeks an appropriation that would provide the necessary state
funding estimated to be required for the applicable fiscal year.

(3) The department consults with stakecholders.

(¢) The department shall develop and define eligibility criteria, provider
participation criteria, utilization controls, and delivery system structure for services
under this section, subject to limitations allowable under federal law, in consultation

with stakeholders.
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(d} {1) The department, commencing on the effective date of the act that added
this subdivision to March 31, 2017, inclusive, may make available to individuals
described in paragraph (2) contracted services to assist those individuals with health
insurance enrollment, without regard to whether federal funds are available for the
contracted services.

(2) The contracted services described in paragraph (1) may be provided only to
an individual under 21 years of age whom the department identifies as no longer cligible
for Medi-Cal solely due to the transition of BHT coverage from the waiver program
under Section 1915(c) of the federal Social Security Act to the Medi-Cal state plan in
accordance with this section and who meets all of the following criteria:

(A) He or she was enrolled in the home and community-based services waiver
for persons with developmental disabilities under Section 1915(c) of the Social Security

Act as of January 31, 2016.

(B) He or she was deemed to be institutionalized in order to establish eligibility

under the terms of the waiver.

(C) He or she has not been found eligible under any other federally funded

Medi-Cal criteria without a share of cost.

(D) He or she had received a BHT service from a regional center for persons

with developmental disabilities as provided in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section

4620) of Division 4.5.

(e) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, the department, without taking any

further regulatory action, shall implement, interpret, or make specific this section by
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means of all-county letters, plan letters, plan or provider bulletins, or similar instructions
until regulations are adopted. The department shall adopt regulations by July 1, 2017,
in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340)
of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. Notwithstanding Section
10231.5 of the Government Code, beginning six months after the effective date of this
section, the department shall provide semiannual status reports to the Legislature, in
compliance with Section 9795 of the Government Code, until regulations have been
adopted.

te)

(f) For the purposes of implementing this section, the department may enter into
exclusive or nonexclusive contracts on a bid or negotiated basis, including contracts
for the purpose of obtaining subject matter expertise or other technical assistance.
Contracts may be statewide or on a more limited geographic basis. Contracts entered
into or amended under this subdivision shall be exempt from Part 2 (commencing with
Section 10100) of Division 2 of the Public Contract-Cede_ Code, Section 19130 of the

Government Code, and Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 14825) of Part 5.5 of

Division 3 of the Government Code, and shall be exempt from the review or approval
of any division of the Department of General Services.

&7}

(g) The department may seek approval of any necessary state plan amendments
or waivers to implement this section. The department shall make any state plan
amendments or waiver requests public at least 30 days prior to submitting to the federal

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, and the department shall work with
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stakeholders to address the public comments in the state plan amendment or waiver
request,
€g)
(h) This section shall be implemented only to the extent that federal financial
participation is available and any necessary federal approvals have been obtained.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

Bill No.
as introduced,

General Subject: Medi-Cal: behavioral health treatment.

Existing law provides for the Medi-Cal program, which is administered by the
State Department of Health Care Services, under which qualified low-income individuals
receive health care services. The Medi-Cal program is, in part, governed and funded
by federal Medicaid program provisions. Existing law provides for a schedule of
benefits under the Medi-Cal program, which includes Early and Periodic Screening,
Diagnosis, and Treatment for any individual under 21 years of age, consistent with the
requirements of federal law. Under existing law, to the extent required by the federal
government and effective no sooner than required by the federal government, behavioral
health treatment (BHT), as defined, is a covered service for individuals under 21 years
of age, as specified.

This bill would authorize the department, commencing on the effective date of

the bill to March 31, 2017, inclusive, to make available to specified individuals whom
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the department identifies as no longer eligible for Medi-Cal solely due to the transition
of BHT coverage pursuant to the above provisions, contracted services to assist the
individuals with health insurance enrollment, without regard to whether federal funds
are available for the contracted services. The bill would make related changes.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local

program: no.
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